Thriving biodiversity in Gilfach Goch

Gilfach Goch is a rural village with farms, forestry, streams and the Ogwr Fach river, as well as
an abundance of green spaces. Wildlife and fauna thrive here. There is an abundance of
biodiversity within the area which we seek to protect and develop.

We recognise the importance of biodiversity. It underpins human health and can contribute to
physical and mental well-being. According to the Wales Biodiversity Partnership (WBP),
“biodiversity underpins our lives and livelihoods and supports the functioning and resilience of
ecosystems in oceans, wetlands, lakes, rivers, mountains, forests and agricultural landscapes.”

The WBP brings together key players from the public, private and voluntary sectors to promote
and monitor biodiversity in Wales. It believes our economy, health and well-being depend on
such ecosystems. They provide us with our food, clean water and air, the raw materials and
energy for our industries and protect us against hazards, such as flooding and climate change.

Do your bit

We encourage local organisations and residents in Gilfach Goch to promote and maintain
biodiversity wherever and however they can. As a council, we consider the net benefits of
biodiversity when considering planning applications to stop any proposed development
negatively impacting habitats or populations of species.

RCT council ecologist Richard Wistow visited Gilfach Goch in July 2023 and following a tour of
the area around the duck pond at the top end of Gilfach Goch, said it was “a great example of
thriving valleys biodiversity.”

He described it thus: “A mosaic of ancient upland landscape and naturalised post-industrial
habitats. Diverse colliery spoil grasslands, emergent scrub/woodland and tumbling clean
waters. Variation in soils, amazing, varied topography and space. Low intensity land use and
wonderful wet climate provide ideal conditions for biodiversity to survive and thrive.”

The air is cleaner in Gilfach Goch than in many places. The village is further from the air
pollution of the M4 motorway and is higher up. Plants grow here that are not found elsewhere,
such as heather. Lichen is plentiful which is a sign of clean air quality.

Plants grow from seed dormant from before the mining era. New species have begun to
colonise due to warmer weather and from seed blown in from coastal areas.

Wildlife enjoys plentiful habitat, including birds, reptiles and otters. The Ogwr Fach riveris a
biodiversity feature of its own. Itis fed directly by peatbogs that lie on the uplands above. As
such, the water is clean and is very much an upland stream in its water quality and character. It
is fast flowing over a rocky/pebbled bed.


https://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/en/biodiversity/biodiversity-in-wales/

The stream will have also undergone some naturalisation after the land reclamation works and
silts and gravel will have started to establish. These provide habitat niches for aquatic
invertebrates, which themselves are food for fish, grey wagtails and dippers. The Ogwr Fach is
an important habitat. Every part of RCT has its own special wildflower grasslands.

Holly Street allotment

Gilfach Goch community council endeavours to value, manage and enjoy our green spaces
responsibly.

The land at the Holly Street allotment is home to 30 plot holders and a grounds person, Russell,
is employed for 20 hours a week and ensures all plots are well kept. He meets regularly with the
plot holders to discuss options in relation to the enhancement of wildlife on the site and
sustainable practices which promote biodiversity.

Bees are kept at the allotment and there is a wildlife pond. Bird and bat boxes have been
positioned in the trees. The grounds person has made several bug hotels and this has drawn in
more pollinators, which in turn help allotment plants to flourish.

There is a fully accessible area. Water stations are available.

The Japanese knotweed at the allotment is being treated to prevent its spread.

Community orchard

With the help of volunteers, the community council planted a community orchard on RCT land
in the High Street. There was a total of 12 fruit trees. Not all have thrived and at least one has
been stolen and another broken. The council is going to replace trees and seek to establish
optimal growing conditions.

Biodiversity budget

The community council allocated a £5,000 biodiversity budget during the financial year
2024/2025. It was allocated as follows:

* Hendreforgan School £3,000

This was to develop the school’s outdoor areas. Much ground space that is currently
underused, with so much potential for this to enhance the curriculum offer. Part one of the
outdoor development project is underway now following a successful application to the RCT
Multiply project. With parental involvement, the end product will be multi-purpose seating
areas at the school, two in the nursery garden in the form of U-shape planters with bench



seating attached and another area alongside the junior yard and field which will consist of
planters with attached benches and picnic benches in the middle.

This will provide a designated place for pupils to plant and grow fruit and vegetables on site but
will also provide the opportunity for a seating area at lunch and break for the juniors, as well as
outdoor storytelling areas in the nursery garden.

The next stage of development is an area behind the junior block which will be used as a
‘growing garden’ with large planters alongside the existing shed and gardening materials. The
area will be fenced and gated so that it has an official ‘experience’ feel to it for each of the
classes.

The school says this is an ideal opportunity to develop the curriculum offer and provide
something for those learners who struggle to access more formal approaches to learning
throughout the school day. The learning opportunities and potential for skill development are
endless. This would also align with the current cluster vision of developing ‘Forest Schools’.

There is a second area beyond this which will be a third development — possibly an outdoor
classroom, work benches, a manufactured pond area and structures for growing produce.

* Gilfach Goch Community Association £2,000

The Gilfach Goch Community Association has two plots at the allotment and has been praised
by Keep Wales Tidy for its work towards Green Flag recognition. The Green Flag Community
Award is the benchmark for parks and green spaces managed by volunteers.

The association has further developed the allotment and wildlife areas next to the centre. It
plans to develop extra wildlife areas, growing areas, fruit trees, and will add some additional
infrastructure to improve access, signage of the areas (especially the allotments).

The community council has a precept of £87,861. This is the money the community council
requests from local council taxpayers to fund its budget, which is then collected by RCT
council.

Wild flowers

The community council has signed up for RCT council’s ‘Let’s Talk Wildflowers’ Scheme, which
aims to promote wild flowers. We have nominated areas we think should be considered for
wildflower management.



Nature board

The community council has plans to install a bilingual nature board by the duck pond. It will tell
the story of our rich biodiversity in the area.



https://maps.app.goo.gl/dDsDWtp2PcoLqP8D8

